Introduced by Council Member Brown: 
ORDINANCE 2013-97
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING HONORARY STREET DESIGNATIONS AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON FIRESTONE ROAD BETWEEN WILSON BOULEVARD AND MOSES STREET IN JACKSONVILLE FOR CURTIS JOHNSON; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN AN APPROPRIATE LOCATION ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 10; HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF CURTIS JOHNSON, AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF CURTIS JOHNSON; PROVIDING FOR CONFORMANCE WITH PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF CHAPTER 745, ORDINANCE CODE (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS); WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(e)(2), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING PERSONS WHO HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION MAY BE NAMED AFTER; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Curtis Johnson, a hero in Jacksonville, especially to the residents living in the Sweetwater Community located on the west side of Jacksonville;
WHEREAS, Curtis Johnson led a group of concerned citizens, parents and business owners in the Sweetwater Community to challenge the illegal activities of known criminals who were destroying their neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS, in an effort to address the problem of excessive crime and delinquency in the Sweetwater area, Curtis Johnson, along with other community residents formed the Neighborhood Watch Program working with the Mayor’s Office, the Sheriff’s Office and the Jacksonville City Council; and
WHEREAS, Curtis Johnson also created the Save Our Community Kids (SOCK) Program to provide recreational activities for students during the summer months; and 

WHEREAS, the SOCK program eventually developed and expanded into the successful School of Success Academy Charter Middle School; and
WHEREAS, Curtis Johnson donated his support and service to others by serving bravely in the United States Army, being a dedicated member of the St. Matthews Catholic Church; and
WHEREAS, Curtis Johnson received numerous awards including the Good Neighbor Award and the Citizen of the Year Award both in 1998, he was a member of the Sheriff’s Advisory Council, a member of the Southwest Citizens Planning Advisory Committee, a volunteer at the Boys & Girls Club; and

WHEREAS, former City Councilman and Duval County Tax Collector, Michael Hogan, described Curtis Johnson, in part, as follows: Curtis was the perfect citizen, the perfect neighbor, the perfect constituent, the gold standard for a loving husband and father and the greatest example of how we should all live our lives; and
WHEREAS, a private donor has provided funding to cover the costs of the roadway markers approved herein; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Curtis Johnson are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Curtis Johnson family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of an appropriate honorary roadway marker on Firestone Road, such designation to extend between Firestone and Wilson Road and Moses, all in Council District 10; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; now therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Portion of Firestone Road between Wilson Boulevard and Moses Street to receive an honorary street designation for Curtis Johnson.  Firestone Road between Wilson Boulevard and Moses Street in Council District 10, shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, for Curtis Johnson.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Marker for Curtis Johnson to be installed.  An honorary roadway memorial marker, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Curtis Johnson, shall be placed on Firestone Road between Wilson Boulevard and Moses Street.

Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 745.105 (e) (2). Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of honorary designations only for persons who have been deceased for five years, is hereby waived to allow for the honorary street designation and honorary marker as set forth in Sections 1 and 2 hereof. The provisions of Section 745.105 (e)(2), Ordinance Code, allow for honorary designations for persons who have been deceased for a minimum five (5) years; but given the nature of Curtis Johnson’s accomplishments, the Council hereby has determined to waive any limitation on the naming of an honorary designation after a person who has been deceased less than five (5) years. 
Section 4.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 5.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
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